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Draft Opening statement for Ambassador Bruce 

i- We have reviewed text as submitted Ref A an d 

"ef. B. we agree with it ' “ ,anaea 

its tenor. ' “ d 

« 

2. However, we believe that u , ' 

eve that it would be preferable for 

Bruce, in his f,Vci. IO 

flrst Presentation, to avoid a 4 
m c „ A , L . volQ a statement of 

hlS positl <™ on the various central it 
enough f or hlra merely to ^ » »-id be 

discuss and express h Whi ° h to 

3- At ,amo rSadineSS *° “*“■*« —t them. 

* ^ame time, we thinv 4 +. 

' Wc it premature for En-n +. 

private talk <? n Uv ' e to su 9gest 

re talks, we would fi rst likp , „ 

v- a_ rirst like to see how other q^ a 

reacts to hie • er side 

P esence in Paris, and parting 

there 4 „ ^ rticularly whether 

y ln< 3reation that Hanoi wil 7 a £ 

W1U SSnd ““^t. 

i n O a e? * . . ” ■ 
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4. In light these considerations, we propose elimination 
of numbered paragraphs 6 through 10 of Ref. A, and sub- 
stitution of following five paragraphs in their stead. 

Numbered paragraphs 3,4,5 and 11 would remain as drafted. 

5. BEGIN TEXT: 


Para 6 : 


'In the course of the past 18 months, we 


have made a number of proposals for a settlement 
based on these principles. You have also made certain 

proposals. What is required now. is an effort to 

# 

narrow the differences between the two sides and to 
find a basis of agreement. 11 

" Par * 7 ‘ ,,as a result of the discussion thus far, we 

know that the central issues 'are to which we. must 

now turn our attention with renewed vigor. These issues 

are the withdrawal of troops, a political settlement 
and prisoners of war. " 

¥ 

Para 8: "Experience has shown that it is extremely 
difficult to find negotiated solutions to these 
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face realities with sincerity and quiet resolve. 

The world certainly expects those qualities of us 

% 

as we pursue these talks." 


Para 9: "In so doing, I hope that we can avoid 
propaganda and harsh language and settle down to 

, i 

. business-like discussion of issues. It is also time, 

» 

* / 

« 

I suggest, to set aside the language 'of preconditions 
and of demands for one-sided action. " 

Para 10s "I am here, ladies and gentlemen, to discuss 
all of the proposals we have made both in public and 
in private as well as to discuss the proposals you 
have made. Our purpose is to reach the earliest 
possible negotiated settlement which gives due con- 
sideration to the legitimate concerns of both sidesj 
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We reject nothing in advance of discussion. Nor 
do we set forth preconditions to negotiation. Both 

. SldeS nSed t0 eXa " ine each position realistically. 

We both need to take another look." END TEXT 

GP-1. 

% 

NOTE: PASSED WHITE HOUSE BY OC/T. 


END. 
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